
Trash piles up in February on the Anacostia River, one of the region's most
polluted waterways. (By Jacquelyn Martin -- Associated Press)
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A Small Price to Pay For a Healthier Anacostia River
By DOTTIE YUNGER AND JIM
CONNOLLY
Washington
Sunday, April 5, 2009

As stewards of the Anacostia River,
we can tell you that there is nothing
to "debate" ["Bill to Charge
Consumers for Bags Prompts
Debate," Metro, April 2] about the
Anacostia River Cleanup and
Protection Act of 2009. The
Anacostia River has been burdened
with trash for far too long, and this
legislation represents a great step toward cleaning it up.

Under this legislation, shoppers in the District could
either bring in their own carryout bag or pay a fee of
five cents per disposable plastic or paper bag. Fees
would go to the Anacostia River Cleanup and
Protection Fund and to provide free reusable bags to
seniors and low-income residents.

Similar legislation has been introduced in the Maryland
General Assembly by Del. Alfred C. Carr Jr.
(D-Montgomery). If passed, Marylanders would also
have the choice of whether to bring their own bags
shopping, forgo the use of a bag altogether when one is
not needed, or purchase one for five cents from the
retailer. Proceeds from this program would go to the
Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays 2010 Trust Fund.

Every year, 20,000 tons of trash enter the Anacostia
River, leaving a dirty and neglected river running
through our neighborhoods. According to a recent study by the D.C. Department of the
Environment, bags make up nearly 50 percent of the trash in the river's tributaries and 21
percent of the trash in the main river.

To date, Anacostia Watershed Society
volunteers have removed more than 842
tons of debris from the watershed; the
D.C. Water and Sewer Authority
removes 477 tons of trash from the
Anacostia River each year. Cleanups
are important efforts, but they target
only existing trash. The District has
made strides in its recycling program,
accepting many types of plastics, but
recycling alone hasn't kept the trash and
litter out of the river. We need to target
the source.

Business Jobs
Computer Jobs
Construction Jobs
Education Jobs
Engineering Jobs
Healthcare Jobs

Legal Jobs
Management Jobs
Media Jobs
Non-Profit Jobs
Sales Jobs
Science Jobs

Find Your Dream Job Now!
keywords location

Jobs by SimplyHired

FEATURED ADVERTISER LINKS

Lawsuit: Hydroxycut Liver, Cochlear Implants, Zicam, Yaz

Erin Brockovich, Lawyer: Mesothelioma, Asbestos, Lung Cancer

Get your credit score range from Equifax 100% Free.

Call Around the World with Vonage for $24.99/mo!

Russia Now: In-Depth Coverage of Russia News, Business, and

washingtonpost.com  > Metro

Sign In | Register Now

TODAY'S NEWSPAPER
Subscribe | PostPoints

Yahoo! Buzz

SEARCH: washingtonpost.com Web |  Search Archives

NEWS POLITICS OPINIONS BUSINESS LOCAL SPORTS ARTS & LIVING GOING OUT GUIDE JOBS CARS REAL ESTATE RENTALS CLASSIFIEDS

A Small Price to Pay for a Healthier Anacostia River - washingtonpost.com http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/04/AR...

1 of 3 12/17/2009 12:58 PM



submit

Digg Reddit Twitter

myspace del.icio.us

NewsTrust Stumble It!

More ways to share this Article...

powered by

Understand more about: People who read this also read...
Virginia overreaches in trying to certify yoga programs

Callers of all incomes ditching landlines for cell

Senate plan is called too empowering to health insurers

FCC issues proposals to meet national broadband plan

Most Viewed Print Edition Articles
Ask Amy

SEC tightens rules for advisers, boards

Rotting in Denmark?

Yegor Gaidar

» Top 35 Print Edition Articles
» Most Popular on washingtonpost.com

The bags that we get for free at stores
are not really free. These bags already
cost D.C. residents millions of tax
dollars each year in trash cleanup and
recycling costs, and residents pay for
this through their monthly water bills.

It has been far too long since people in
the District could fully enjoy the
Anacostia River. Restoring the river
would return to the residents a public
asset that they could use and enjoy. A
healthy river would allow for all types
of recreation that have long been denied
to neighboring residents. And a

reclaimed river would support additional economic development that brings jobs and
opportunities to the people of Washington. In light of these benefits, we think that five cents
is a small price to pay.

The writers are, respectively, Anacostia Riverkeeper and president of the Anacostia
Watershed Society. The Riverkeeper position is funded by the Earth Conservation Corps
and the Anacostia Watershed Society.

Sponsored Links

Project Management
100% Online. Project Management certificate from Villanova. Free info.
www.VillanovaProjectManagement.com

A Mom's White Teeth Trick
The dentists don't want you to know about THIS teeth whitening secret!
ConsumerNewsReporter.com/WhiteTeeth

Spinal Stenosis Treatment
Our Minimally Invasive Procedure Can Diagnose & Treat Stenosis!
www.NorthAmericanSpine.com

  Buy a link here  

© 2009 The Washington Post Company

More.

Share

More about: Anacostia River Washington, D.C.
Tax D.C. Water and Sewer Authority

News

washingtonpost.com The web

SE neighborhood's violent past clouds new re
3 days ago | washingtonpost.com

Race, Class And Plastic Grocery Bags
...in the Anacostia River, no matter how the bag
industry may try to...
April 2, 2009 | washingtonpost.com

Talk about travel: Travel staffers help you plan
...you go! Washington, DC: Hello! I'm thinking
about possible...
November 2, 2009 | washingtonpost.com

Anacostia
River

Anacostia
Watershed

Society

Washington,
D.C.

Tax
D.C. Water
and Sewer
Authority

A Small Price to Pay for a Healthier Anacostia River - washingtonpost.com http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/04/AR...

2 of 3 12/17/2009 12:58 PM


