2016 PROGRESS REPORT

SEEDLINGS AND STUDENTS

The success of the inaugural year of the Countdown to
2025 campaign ushered in a bright new future for the
Anacostia River! Thanks to your support, the Anacostia
Watershed Society was able to restore 12 acres of
essential wetland habitat.
Your gift enabled us to expand our successful Rice
Rangers program by hiring two full-time environmental
educators who engaged 1,128 elementary students
from DC, Prince George’s and Montgomery counties in
hands-on learning and wetland restoration.
These students grew approximately 2,300 native
wetland plants in their classrooms, and transplanted
them into Heritage Marsh near Kingman Island.

Rice Rangers heading into the marshes to plant wild rice and other wetland flora.

In addition to our hardworking Rice Rangers,
hundreds of adult volunteers have pulled on
boots and waders and headed out into the
marsh for our Wetland Workdays.
These volunteers have already removed
more than 4 tons of debris and invasive
plants from the marsh and created 6 acres of
functioning wetland habitat to boost the
filtering capacity of the river.

Volunteers work to replant wetlands in June 2017.

BEFORE

Former Saturday Environmental Academy Student,
and current AWS volunteer, joins a wetland workday.

AFTER

Kingman Marsh when our work just started in 2014. The same wetlands currently.

HEALTHY WETLANDS, HEALTHY HABITAT
Gateway Wetlands

Wetland plants at Heritage Marsh, June 2017.

Kingman Marsh

Your investment in the restoration of the Anacostia River’s
wetlands is an investment in the future.
Wetlands have specialized biological processes that filter
pollutants from the waterways like the Anacostia River,
and they are the natural answer to solving a problem like
pollution and legacy toxics. Now, with the effects of climate
change becoming more and more apparent, the “super
power” of wetlands to control flooding and sequester carbon
dioxide are more important than ever.

Heritage Marsh

The map to the right shows the targeted 12 acres of wetlands
we are restoring with your support. In addition to plantings,
the Anacostia Watershed Society has worked to remove
invasive plants and mitigate the effects of non-native wildlife.
Our efforts to end the detrimental effects of invasive species like Phragmites and resident Canada Geese have helped
the Anacostia River’s wetlands rebound. With your support, we have been able to control these populations and create
more vibrant and diverse wetland habitat.

AND THE PROGRESS CONTINUES...
THANKS TO YOU!
We are so grateful for your support of our goal to protect
and restore 12 acres of vital wetlands! Each week as we work
steadily with volunteers of all ages, we know that with your
help, we are getting closer to our goal of a swimmable and
fishable Anacostia River.
The picture to the right shows wild rice seedlings growing
naturally at a spot on the Anacostia River! Together, we
are creating the conditions for the river to thrive, and the
evidence that we are succeeding is right there in front of us.

Native wetland plants growing naturally in the Anacostia River!

Paddlers explore Kingman Marsh near Benning Road

While we might be counting down to the year 2025, we hope you now can count up the benchmarks
of progress that your support has made possible! Our wetland restoration work will continue through
this year, and the Anacostia Watershed Society is looking forward to accomplishing new goals with you.
Together, we are cultivating a cleaner, healthier Anacostia River and watershed environment for all of
the human, plant, and animal communities that call it home.
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