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REPORT CARD

A Step Backwards Without Underwater Grasses

While long-term trends are positive, the Anacostia River
receives a failing grade for the 2022 State of the River Report
Card, due in large part to a precipitous drop in acreage of
the river’s underwater grasses (SAV). Other indicators show
sluggish but steady improvement towards a clean and healthy
river. While there is great progress in controlling threats
to water quality such as sewage and industrial toxics, the
Anacostia watershed continues to suffer from the historical
loss of wetlands and forests that once protected our rivers
and streams from excessive run-off, sediment, and pollution.
Climate change will heighten these challenges, and indeed
threatens to roll back the gains we’ve made over the last 30
years. A fishable, swimmable Anacostia River by 2025 is still
within reach, but we must be thinking beyond then as well,
to a future when comprehensive efforts to mitigate climate
change are in place and wetland, forest, and other restoration
efforts are under way to ensure resilience to its effects.
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2022 ANACOSTIA RIVER REPORT CARD
Water
Quality
Indicators
(Quantitative)

Remediation
Indicators
(Qualitative)

SCORE

GRADE

Dissolved
Oxygen

49%

F

Fecal Bacteria

55%

F

Water Clarity

50%

F

Chlorophyll a

85%

B

Submerged
Aquatic Vegetation

32%

F

Stormwater
Runoff Volume

42%

F

Toxics
Remediation

62%

D-

Trash
Reduction

63%

D

OVERALL
GRADE

55

F

MULTI-YEAR

TREND

The Anacostia River saw a
The score for Fecal Bacteria improved to
sharp loss in Submerged Aquatic
55% from 46% last year. A score
Vegetation, which has driven the river’s
of 100% means that fecal bacteria
passing grade in recent years.These
levels are low enough that the river
plants require light to thrive and are
is safe for swimming at all times.
essential habitat for young fish and
This contamination is caused by
other aquatic life. A score of 100%
sewage discharges and leaks, as well as from
means the Anacostia River has at least
pet and wildlife waste.
20 acres of SAV beds.
Dissolved Oxygen is critical for the survival of
aquatic life and ecosystem sustainability,
Chlorophyll a is the measure
a score of 100% means that the water is
equal to or more than 5mg/L of oxygen
of microalgae biomass; this
all the time.
can impact water clarity and
dissolved oxygen levels, and
Water Clarity is a measure of light
indicates the amount of nutrients
penetrating the water column.
like phosphorus and nitrogen. A score of
This affects the health of aquatic
100% means that the body of water has
grasses. A score of 100% means
only the appropriate amount of microalgae
that the water is, on average,
biomass.
clear enough to see through at
least 4.25 feet.
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T and severe storms and other weather extremes.

Without united and drastic action from all factions of
society, the river will continue to decline despite our
best efforts.
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Stormwater Runoff
is the fastest growing
source of pollution in
the Chesapeake Bay and
flushes trash and toxics from paved
areas and erodes stream banks, filling
the river with sediment.
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Initiatives such as Prince George’s County’s
Climate Action Plan, the District of Columbia’s Sustainable
DC 2.0, and Maryland’s Climate Solutions Now Act lay important
groundwork for climate mitigation, and plans in all watershed jurisdictions to
promote tree canopy protection and replanting and stream and wetlands restoration are
vitally important steps to climate resilience. These efforts must be resourced, implemented,
and expanded to ensure a clean and healthy Anacostia watershed in 2025 and beyond.
Full report available online at: www.anacostiaws.org/state-of-the-river-report-card

